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SUBJECT: 1973 AFRICAN TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
REF: STATE 162430 

1. WE HAVE TWICE RENEWED TO MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

(MOST RECENTLY ON SEPTEMBER 25) INVITATION TO NOMINATE CANDIDATE, 
STRESSING THAT DEPARTMENT HAD AGREED TO HOLD PLACE OPEN FOR 
NIGERIAN BUT NEEDED TO HAVE FIRM REPLY AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

2. IN SEPTEMBER 25 CONVERSATION, MEA OFFICIAL TOLD US MATTER 
HAD BEEN REFERRED TO CABINET OFFICE WITH MEA'S BLESSING AND 
SAID HE HOPED FOR DECISION IN WEEK OR SO. 

3. WE APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S WILLINGNESS KEEP PLACE FOR 
NIGERIA AND WILL RETURN TO MEA AT EARLY OPPORTUNITY. 

REINHARDT 
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